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A METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR TELEPHONY AND HIGH SPEED 
DATA ACCESS ON A BROADBAND ACCESS NETWORK 

Priority Claim 

We hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) of U.S. Provisional Application 
5 No. 60/073,251 filed January 30, 1998, entitled "Telephony Over Broadband Access 
Networks." 

Related Patent Application 
This patent application is related, in part, to the subject matter contained in a U.S. 
patent application entitled "A Method And System for Telephony and High Speed Data 
1 0 Access on a Broadband Access Network" filed on January 1 4, 1 999. 

Field of the Invention 
This invention relates to the field of broadband access networks, and more 
specifically to a method and system for telephony and high speed data access on a 
broadband access network. 
15 Background of the Invention 

Broadband access networks may provide a viable alternative to present local 
exchange carrier (LEC) loops in providing voice and data transmissions. Although a 
number of innovations have occurred concerning high speed cable modems and radio 
frequency (RF) telephony equipment, these innovations do not support both high speed 
20 data and telephony well. Furthermore, present broadband access networks such as cable 
systems are susceptible to network failures and power outages. During, for example, a 
power outage, transmission over the cable system is not possible. LEC loops have very 
limited bandwidths; however, the LEC loops have separate power sources and operate "7- 
even during power outages providing for emergency calls or other lifeline services. 
25 What is needed is an invention that supports high speed data and telephony access ] 

over broadband access networks while still providing, at least,-,basic telephony service 
during power outages. 

Summary of. the Invention 
The present invention provides for a broadband telephone interface (BTI) for use in 
30 a system for telephony and high speed data access on a cable network. The BTI includes a 
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first interface coupled to a backup telephone service, a second interface coupled to at least 
one telephone, a third interface coupled to a cable modem, the cable modem being coupled 
to the cable network, and a relay. During availability of the cable network, the second 
interface is coupled to the third interface. During unavailability of the cable network, the. 
5 relay couples the first interface to the second interface. 

The present invention also provides for a network interface unit (NIU) for a system 
for telephony and high speed data access on a broadband access network. The NIU - 
includes a cable modem and a broadband telephone interface (BTI) coupled to the cable 
modem, the BTI providing access to lifeline services when the broadband access network 

10 is not accessible. 

The present invention provides for a process for making a system for telephony and 
high speed data access on a broadband access network. The process includes the steps of 
coupling at least one telephone with a broadband telephone interface. (BTI), coupling a 
backup telephone connection with the BTI, coupling the BTI with a C£Lble, modem,. . 

15 coupling the cable modem with the broadband access network, coupling the cable modem 
with at least one computer. 

The present invention also provides for a method for making telephone calls in a. ... 
system for telephony and high speed data access on a broadband access network when the 
broadband access network is inaccessible. The method includes the step of automatically. 

20 coupling a telephone interface of a broadband telephone interface (BTI) to a b^qjcup 

telephone connection. In some preferred embodiments, the step of automatically coupling 
includes the step of automatically coupling the telephone interface of the BTI to a local 
exchange carrier (LEC) line. In other preferred embodiments, the step of automatically 
coupling includes the step of automatically coupling the telephone interface of the BTI to a . 

25 wireless communication system. In yet other preferred embodiments, the jstep of • . 

automatically coupling includes the step of automatically coupling the telephone, interface, 
of the BTI to a cellular phone system. - , 

The present invention provides for a method of making a telephone call by a • , 
broadband telephone interface (BTI) in a system for telephony and high speed data access . 

30 on a broadband access network. The method includes the steps of initiating a connection 
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over an asynchronous transfer mode (ATM) backbone to a destination address, negotiating 
with the destination address with regard to' capabilities, and completing atalking path 
between the BTI and the destination addressf 

The present invention provides for a method of sending a voice signal through a 
broadband telephone interface' (BTI) in a system for telephony and high speed data access 
on a broadband access network. The method includes the steps of sampling the voice 
signal- at a telephone port o5f the BTI, performing speech compression on the sampled 
signal, perforihi'ng packetization on the speech 1 compressed signal!, and placing the signal 
packets on the broadband access network. 

The present invention also provides for a method of receiving a voice signal by a 
broadband telephone interface (BTI) in a system for telephony and high speed data access 
6h a broadbihd access network. ' TOe method includes' tfie steps of receiving packets from 
the broadband acdfcss neitwofk^ performing j itter compensation' on the received packets, 

performing decompression on the jitter compensated packets, and playing the 

j - y-j.^-v! Ar'-.r* t: Aa - p A[ :r: ■. * v\c . ffi AAs/ <u . '>-_,->.: ' - :. ."ir 

decompressed packets. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

Figure 1 illustrates a system which provides telephony and high speed data access 
on ar'broaidband access network. IA ' " * ' * 1 ' ' ' ' " 1 • - — 

Figure 2 illustrates ah office in a system whicfi provides telephony and high speed I 

data access ! 6n a cable system. . " ...... 

Figure' 3 illustrates a preferred embodiment with an internal relay! ' 
Figure 4 illustrates another preferred embodiment "with ah external relay . 

Detailed Description 

• Figure 1 illustrates a system which provides telephony and high speed data access 
on a broadband access network' in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present 
invention. The system 100 comprises offices 1&4, network interface units (NIUs) 108, 
personal computers 1 1 12; telephones 1 16, a' broadband access network 120, an intermediate 
point-of-presence (IPOP) 124, an access network termination system (ANTS) 128, a 
switch 132; at least one number translation database 'l 36, at least one external access 
network 140 and a local exchange carrier (LEC) line 148. 

-3- 
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Each office 104 comprises the NIU id8, the personal computer 1 12 and the 
telephone 1 16. The personal computer 1 12 is coupled to the NIU 108, the coupling being 
preferably through a local area network (LAN) such as, for example, an ethernet. As such, 
there may be a plurality of personal computers i 12 coupled to the NIU 108. The 
5 telephone 1 1 6 is also coupled to the NIU 1 08. There may be more than one telephone 1 1 6 
within the office 104 coupled to the NIU 108 either directly or indirectly. Furthermore, 
the telephone 1 16 may include any variety of office equipment such as fax machines, 
voice-grade" modems, frand sets and internal housing wiring. 

" Each office 104 is coupled" to the broadband access network 120 through its NIU 

10 108. The broadband' access network 120 is coupled to the IPOP 124* The broadband 
access* network' 120 in the system 100 is intended to accommodate a range of transport 
technologies such as, but not limited to, coaxial cable, hybrid-fiber coaxial cable, mini- 
fiber node and wireless technologies. 

The IPOP 124 comprises the ANTS 128, the switch 132 and the at least one 

15 number translation database 136. The ANTS i28 is coupled to the switch 132 which, in 
turn, is coupled tt> the at' least one number translation database 136. The ANTS 128 is 
coupled to the broadband access network 120. In a preferred embodiment, the at least one 
external access network 140 is coupled either to the ANTS 128 and/or to the switch 132. 
In a preferred embodiment, the at least one external access network 140 comprises a 

20 packet backbone \ 4 1* coupled to the ANTS 128 . In another preferred embodiment, the at 
least one external access network 1 40 comprises an asynchronous transfer mode (ATM) 
backbone (not shown) coupled to the ANTS 128. In another preferred embodiment, the at 
least one external access network 140 comprises a long distance carrier network 142 
coupled to the switch 132. In another preferred embodiment, the at least one external 

25 access network 140 comprises an LEG network 145 coupled to the switch 132. In another 
preferred embodiment, the at least one external access network 140 comprises an 
incumbent local exchange carrier (ILEC) network 144 coupled to the switch 132. In 
another preferred embodiment, the at least one external access network 140 comprises an 
inter-exchange carrier (IXC) network 143 coupled to the switch 132. In another preferred 

30 embodiment, the at least one orternal access network 140 comprises the ATM backbone 
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(not shown) coupled to the switch 132. The present invention contemplates any 
permutations and combinations of the above possible external access networks 140 and , j( . 
possible couplings to the IPOP 1 24. 

In a preferred embodiment, the LEC line 148 couples the NIU 108 with the LEC 
network 145. 

the general use and operation of the system 100. will no>v be described with 
reference to Figure 1. A user accesses the broadband access network 120 by using existing,, 
personal computers 1 12 or telephones 1 16 in the office 104. The voice and/or high speed 
data traffic transferred or received by these devices 1 12 and 1 1 6 passes t^oughthe NIU 
108. The NIU 108 terminates the data-link layer protocol from the broadband access . 
network 120 and provides services for voice, high speed data and an^ combination thereof. 

High speed data and telephony services share allocated bandwidth in the downstream , 

: m:.- o *.;«•>•; i?ot . ..-j .y •> v .*\ «r, r : m\ v-i.v 

direction as well as in the frequency agile upstream channel. 

A remote data-link layer termination is performed at the IPOP 124 by the ANTS V 
1 28. Voice and high speed data traffic flowing to and from thp offices 1 04 pass through^- Ji 
the ANTS 128. Upstream voice and high speed data traffic are separated or groomed by 
the ANTS 128, if necessary, before being forwarded onwards. In a preferred embodiment, 
upstream voice traffic may be processed within the ANTS 128 which connects the voice to ; 
a circuit switched public switched telephone network (PSTN). Upstream data may be _^ 
processed within the ANTS 128 before being handed to a router. In another preferred , 
embodiment, upstream voice traffic is separated and routed to, for example, the packet 
backbone 141 . Voice traffic is separated and routed to, for example, the local exchange 
switch 132. In another preferred embodiment, the ANTS 128, interfaces to the local switch 
132 like, for example, a conventional subscriber loop carrier (SLC) system. 

The system 100 acts, in part, as an LEC, providing voice service over the 
broadband access network 120. Calls originating from office 1 Q4 may be routed to, for 
example, the long distance network 142, the IXC network .143, the ILEC network 144 or 
the LEC network 145. Incoming long distance calls are routed to, for example, the LEC 
that serves the local number using the local number portability database. Several number 
translation databases 136 are typically needed in order to manage call routing. 
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If communication to the IPOP 124 over the broadband access network 120 is not 
possible, lifeline services are provided, for example, through an LEC line 148 connected to 
the NIU 108. Thus, emergency phone calls can be made through the NIU 108 and the 
LEC line 148. If necessary, in one preferred embodiment, a call forwarding function in the 
local exchange switch 132 forwards telephone calls through the LEC line 148 to the 
telephone 116. 

Figure 2 illustrates an office in a system which provides telephony and high speed 
data access on a cable system in accordance with another preferred embodiment of the 
present invention. The office 104 houses the NIU 108, the personal computer 1 12, the . 
telephone 1 16,' a local area network (LAN) 212 and a television 216. The NIU 108 further 
comprises a broadband" telephone interface (BTI) 204 coupled to a cable modem 208. The 
BTI 204 may be integrated into the cable modem 208, a digital set-top box (not shown), or 
may be a standalone. For example, the BTI 204 may be a daughter card attached to a 
backplane bus within the cable modem 208 or set-top box v . 

the office 104 is coupled to the LEC line 148 and the broadband access network 
120, which is illustrated in this preferred embodiment as a cable network. The LEC. line 
148 is coupled to the BTI 204 which is coufjled to the telephone 116. The telephone 1 16 : 
may comprise a plurality of telephones in an internal telephone. network and may further 
include legacy equipment such as, but not limited to, fax machines, voice-grade modems., 
hand sets and internal housing wiring. The BTI 204 may have a plurality of telephony 
interfaces such as, for example, standard RJ-1 1 jacks tp support a plurality of lines of 
telephony service. Accordingly, the BTI 204 may support a plurality of telephone 
numbers and addresses. The BTI 204 is expected to provide at least substantially the same 
interface as existing user interfaces to the PSTN. 

The cable network 120 is coupled to the cable modem 208 or alternatively, the 
digital set-top box. The cable modem 208 is coupled to the LAN 212 which is coupled to 
the personal computer 1 12. The LAN 212 may be an ethernet, for example, and the . _ ir _ 
personal computer 112 may be a plurality of personal computers coupled to the ethernet. 
The cable modem 208 is coupled to the LAN 212 through a data interface such as, for 
example, a 10 Mbs ethernet interface. Such an interface may be viewed as a termination in 
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an office-area local network, with the cable modem 208 acting, in part, as a bridge. The 
cable 120 may also be coupled directly to the television 216 or may be coupled to the 
television 216 through a cable modem or digital set-top box. 

' In operation and use, the personal computers 112 through the ethernet 212 access 
high speed data ports in the cable modem 208. through the cable modem 208, the 
ethemef212 accesses, for example, internet services on the cable network 120. The 
television 216 accesses voice, high speed data and combinations thereof directly from the 
cable network 1 20, or alternatively from the cable modem 208 or the digital set-top box. 

" In a preferred' embodiment, the BTI 204 supports a plurality of functions and 

services. The BTI 204 may provide, for example, at least one of the following: voice 
* . " . . ♦ v. ' . I * . .' .v>."/-v L. -o ! ; v * -v-?'jr.**r,:.j 

packetization, voice compression, the signaling and controlling of telephone calls, custom 
••v" v ' .* r ' 'I * - - ; v* ' rv ~r . .> vr 

and basic service features, switching to backup service when the cable network 120 is 

down, and maintenance and provisioning. 

For example, in a preferred embodiment, the BTI 204 provides custom telephony - 
services including, but not limited to, caller identification, call waiting, tone block, return - 
call, repeat call*, call block, call forwarding, call forwarding on busy, call forwarding when 
no answer/anonymous callrejectiori, Identa-nng,* priority call, three-way calling and area t 
code blocking. Furthermore, through the BTI 204, a wide ranging list of destinations may' 
be dialed including, but not limited to", local calls, directory assistance, emergency calls, ' 
recorded announcements, domestic long distance calls, carrier-selected iong distance calls, 
toll-free* calls, operator services, international calls, so-called 500/700/900 calls, and 
Centrex dialing! In addition, the BTI 204 supports incoming calls over the cable network 

120. 7 ^ : ' ■ *' v ' : : : ; 

For the telephone ports;' in the upstream direction, the BTI 204 samples the signal, 
performs speech compression, and performs packetization. The cable modem 208 places 
the packets on the cable network 120. In the downstream direction, the BTI 204 receives 
packets from the" cable network 1 20 through the cable modem 208, performs jitter 
compensation in a'playout buffer," performs decompression and plays out the samples. 

■ In a preferred embodiment,' tli'e'BTl 204 is used with existing cable modems 208, 
or alternatively, existing set-top boxes. The BTI 204 is also responsible for dual tone 
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multi-frequency (DTMF) generation and detection, ringing voltage generation and off- 
hook detection. The standard RJ-1 1 jacks of the BTI 204 provide interfaces to legacy 
equipment in the office, such as, but not limited to, telephones including analog devices, 
fax machines and voice-band modems with speeds up to at least 56 kbps. 
5 The aforementioned architecture and approach offer compelling economic. 

advantages. By leveraging cable modem solutions for high-speed data access into the 
realm of telephony, equipment such as cable modems 208 or set-top boxes facilitate 
multiple services. Accordingly, channels dedicated previously only to data service may 
also derive revenue from telephony. Furthermore, in order for cable telephone to be used 

10 as a primary local telephone service* the present invention .must support lifeline services 
even when the cable network 120 is down. 

The BTI 204 supports a dynamic fail-safe switch to, for example, the LEC backup 
line 148. Transmission on the cable network 120 requires power. Therefore, absent a 
backup power source for the cable network, e.g., an. alternatively powered. cable system, 

15 which is also contemplated by the present invention, an alternative to the cable, network is 
required. In a preferred embodiment, during power outages, the LEC line 148 is used to 
complete inbound and outbound telephone calls. The transition from the cable network 
120 to the LEC line 148 is performed automatically and transparently with almost 
imperceptible performance differences. In some preferred embodiments, calls in progress 

20 at the time of a power loss are dropped, and the user must redial. In other preferred 

embodiments, custom calling features are not available during power outages. In another 
preferred embodiment, the BTI 204 provides, for example, all PSTN features and 
functions, except during the fail-safe mode. In the fail-safe mode of another preferred 
embodiment, the LEC backup line 148, for example, provides basic plain old telephone 

25 service (POTS). 

Figures 3 and 4 illustrate two embodiments of the present invention that also 
support lifeline services. In Figures 3 and 4, much of the, structure has been previously 
described above; in addition, a relay 304 or 308 is coupled to the BTI 204. Figure 3 
illustrates one embodiment including the internal relay 304 which may be integrated with 

30 the BTI 204. Figure 4 illustrates another embodiment including the external relay 308. In 
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either embodiment, the relay 304 or 308 is managed by the BTI 204. The relay 304 or 308 
switches or bridges one or more of the telephones 1 1 6, interfaced with the BTI 204, to the 
LEC backup line 148 when, for example, a power outage has occurred or the cable 
network 120 is unavailable. In another preferred embodiment, the BTI 204 supports 
5 lifeline services by switching to'a backup cellular phone service (not shown) instead of the 
LEC line 148'.'' '* = ' " ' 

In one preferred embodiment, the relay 304 or 308 is, for example, a double-pole, 
double-throw spring- loaded relay. Normally-closed contacts are coupled to the LEC 
backup line 148; normally-opened contacts are coupled to the BTI 204; center contacts are 

1 0 coupled to tip and ring signals of the telephone 1 i 6. In another preferred embodiment, "the 
backup cellular phone service is adapted to couple with the double-pole, double-throw 
spring-loaded relay. 

' In a preferTed\*mfxHliment.' the BTI 204 provides non-volatile storage, for 
example, EEPROM, S4> a> w> aikm the niaihtehance of some amount of state at the BTi * " 

1 5 204. ' Such an architecture ikf appr oacli facilitate the migration of many telephony 
features into the BTI 204. With the further installation of intelligence such as, for 
example, processing and memory into the BTI 204, unique opportunities arise pertaining + 
to reinventing network operations with a very high level oif automation, a corresponding - 
reduction m operating costs and a significant increase in overall service quality. Such 

20 architectures and approaches accommodate future networks hy, for example, providing 
compatibility with the ATM backbone as well as adaptability to any new features and 
functions that may arise. In a preferred embodiment, for example, with the migration of 
feature support into the BTI 204, ATM telephony is routed directly to an edge vehicle on a 
backbone network; internet protocol (IP) telephony along with other data traffic is sent to a 

25 router/switch' edge vehicle'ori the* backbone network or is directly routed onto the internet. 

In a preferred embodiment, the BTI 204, with special feature support, accesses the 
ATM backbone network directly. The BTI 204 performs digit collection, as well as many 
call handling features as described above including, but not limited to, call waiting, call 
forwarding and last number recfial. The BTI 204 initiates a connection over the ATM 

30 backbone to the destination address, negotiates with that encipoint regarding capabilities 
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such as, but not limited to, coding, encapsulation, silence suppression, and finally 
completes the talking path. The BTI 204 uses the quality of service features of the ATM 
network to provide toll-quality telephony. 

In a preferred embodiment, the BTI 204 may have certain requirements in order to 
5 provide voice quality that is as close to wireline voice quality as possible. For example, in 
order to minimize echo, the BTI 204 should provide echo cancellation of a minimum of 70 
dB. In another preferred embodiment, the access delay, the round -trip time measured from 
a mouthpiece of a hand set of the telephone 1 16 to the access point of a long distance 
network and back, should be less than 20 ms. In another preferred embodiment, the BTI 

1 0 204 may support silence suppression and speech enhancement. In another preferred 
embodiment, an 8kHz national clock which controls the sampling frequency and 
regeneration frequency should be used by the BTI 204 to encode speech signals. 

In a preferred embodiment, in order to support legacy voiceband data equipment, 
such as, but not limited to, fax machines and telephone bandwidth modems, the BTI 204 

15 should support 64 kb/s G.71 1 mu-law PCM as one choice of coders. In another preferred 
embodiment, the BTI 204 may also support G.728 or G.723.1 as choices of coders. In 
another preferred embodiment, since echo cancellation tends to cause troubles for the 
above mentioned legacy equipment, the BTI 204 should be able to recognize a fax or 
modem control tone and disable echo cancellation during these calls. 

20 In a preferred embodiment in which voice connections are transported over an 

ATM fabric, the BTI 204 should be capable of sending packets that will be transferred to 
the ATM fabric as signaling packets. In another preferred embodiment, the BTI 204 
should be able to transport packets destined to ATM interface as either available-bit-rate 
(ABR) or constant-bit-rate (CBR) connections. In another preferred embodiment, the BTI 

25 204 should be able to identify packets destined for the IP router or the SLC and connect as 
either ABR or CBR connections. 

Although the foregoing invention has been described in terms of certain 
embodiments, other embodiments will become apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art 
in view of the disclosure herein. Accordingly, the present invention is not intended to be 
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limited by the recitation of embodiments, but is intended to be defined solely by reference 
to the appended claims. 
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS : 

1 . A broadband telephone interface (BTI) for use in a system for telephony 
and high speed data access on a cable network, comprising: 

a first interface coupled to a backup telephone service; 
a second interface coupled to at least one telephone; 

a third interface coupled to a cable modem, the cable modem being coupled 
to the cable network; and 

a relay, wherein during availability of the cable network the second 
interface is coupled to the third interface and wherein during unavailability of the. 
cable network, the relay couples the first interface to the second interface. 

2. The broadband telephone interface (BTI) of Claim 1, wherein the backup 
telephone service is a backup local exchange carrier (LEC) line. 

3. The broadband telephone interface (BTT) of Claim 1 , wherein the backup 
telephone service is a cellular phone service. 

4. The broadhand telephone interface (BTI) of Claim 1 , wherein the second 
interface is at least one standard RJ-I I jack. 

5. The broadband telephone interface (BTI) of Claim 1 , wherein the at least 
one telephone comprises any of lax machines, modems, internal housing wiring, hand sets, 
analog telephones and digital telephones. 

6. The broadband telephone interface (BTI) of Claim 1 , wherein the BTI and 
the cable modem are integrated. 

7. The broadband telephone interface (BTI) of Claim 1, wherein the cable 
modem includes a set-top box. 

8. The broadband telephone interface (BTI) of Claim 1, further comprising: 
non-volatile storage; 

a processor coupled to the non-volatile storage; and 

a memory coupled to the processor, wherein the interfaces and the relay are 
controlled by the processor. 

9. A network interface unit (NIU) for a system for telephony and high speed 
data access on a broadband access network, comprising: 
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a cable modem; and 

a broadband telephone interface (BTI) coupled to the cable modem, the BTI 
providing access to a telephone line when the broadband access network is not 
accessible. 

1 0. The network interface unit (NIU) of Claim 9, wherein the broadband 
telephone interface (BTI) provides any of the services from the group consisting of voice 
packetization, signaling and controlling of telephone calls, custom and basic service 

features, and maintenance and provisioning. 

; .•< - ;.f <v : . r : . ! V , - ' . /' *. 

1 1 . The network interface unit (NIU) of Claim 9, wherein the broadband 
*./ ; . ' r •„ 'I .".v.,.*. .. . :1t;.**' "*:. ' r ''.j .! :X'n;v. 

telephone* interface (BTI) provides any custom service selected from the group consisting 

■ . •■«. v , ~ v; I - " !j -J • •' .« - 

of caller identification, call waiting, tone block, return call, repeat call, call block, call 

forwarding, call forwarding on busy, call forwarding when no answer, anonymous call 

.u:.' Oil. - -.-i-rc- . . S.'-r . ! - .i-i, < • r-:/ ..'l',M'\ibJ 
rejection, identa-ring, priority call, three-way calling, and area code blocking. 

j. ^p.: » nt.V^':'"* ,T f ! : s . .-v i'r ' • *'■ - ' 

1 2. The network interface unit (NIU) of Claim 9, wherein the broadband 

telephone interface (BTI) provides through the cable modem a calling destination selected". 

from the group consisting of local calls, directory assistance, emergency calls, recorded 

>i: ■ : ■: 1 ■ i.l .\ ';';si:-:r 

announcements, domestic long distance calls, carrier-selected long distance calls, toll-free- 
calls, operator services, international calls, 506/700/9o6 calls, and Centrex dialing., 

1? . The network interface unit (NIU) of Claim 9, wherein the broadband 
telephone interface (BTI) supports incoming calls over the cable modem. 

14V The network interface unit (NIU) of Claim 9, wherein the broadband 
telephone interface (BTI) provides any of dual tone multi-frequency (DTMF) generation 
and detection, ringing voltage generation and off-hook detection. 

15. The network interface unit (NIU) of Claim 9, wherein the broadband 
telephone interface (BTI) accesses an asynchronous transfer mode (ATM) backbone 
network directly. 

16. A process for making a system for telephony and high speed data access on 
a Broadband access network, comprising the steps of: 

coupling at least one telephone with a broadband telephone interface (BTI); 
coupling a backup telephone connection with the BTI; 



-13- 



BNSDOCID: <WO 9939541 A2_l_> 



WO 99/39541 



PCT/US99/01840 



coupling the BTI with a cable modem; 

coupling the cable modem with the broadband access network; and 
coupling the cable modem with at least one computer. 

1 7. A method for making telephone calls in a system for telephony and high 
speed data access on a broadband access network when the broadband access network is 
inaccessible, comprising the step of automatically coupling a telephone interface of a 
broadband telephone interface (BTI) to a backup telephone connection. 

1 8. The method of Claim 17, wherein the step of automatically coupling 
comprises the step of automatically coupling the telephone interface of the BTI to a local 
exchange carrier (LEC) line. 

19. The method of Claim 1 7, wherein the step of automatically coupling 
comprises the step of automatically coupling the telephone interface of the BTI to a 
wireless communication system. 

20. The method of Claim 17, wherein the step of automatically coupling 
comprises the step of automatically coupling the telephone interface of the BTI to a 
cellular phone system. 

21. A method of making a telephone call by a broadband telephone interface 
(BTI) in a system for telephony and high speed data access on a broadband access 
network, comprising the steps of: 

initiating a connection over an asynchronous transfer mode (ATM) 
backbone to a destination address; 

negotiating with the destination address with regard to capabilities; and 
completing a talking path between the BTI and the destination address. 

22. A method of sending a voice signal through a broadband telephone 
interface (BTI) in a system for telephony and high speed data access on a broadband 
access network, comprising the steps of: 

sampling the voice signal at a telephone port of the BTI; 
performing speech compression on the sampled signal; 
performing packetization on the speech compressed signal; and 
placing the signal packets on the broadband access network. 

-14- 
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23. A method of receiving a voice signal by a broadband telephone interface 
(BTI) in a system for telephony and high speed data access on a broadband access 
network, comprising the steps of: 

receiving packets from the broadband access network; 

•performing jitter compensation on the received packets; 

performing decompression on the jitter compensated packets; and 

playing the decompressed packets. 

. r ':: :.*; " Irw.u.^ v- • - ' * • ■■«.•" ■ . '\:Y / I 

.:\< iO ->:-{i": 'J^ciiV* ' " jr.: r^v ' ■. ' ' - - ■ * ■" -'^ 
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NIU comprises a broadband telephone interface (BTI) which is coupled to at least one telephone. When the broadband access network is 
unavailable, the BTI switches the at least one telephone to the backup LEC line. 
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A METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR TELEPHONY AND HIGH SPEED 
DATA ACCESS ON A BROADBAND ACCESS NETWORK 

Priority Claim 

We hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) of U.S. Provisional Application 
No. 60/073,251 filed January 30, 1998, entitled "Telephony Over Broadband Access 
Networks." 

Related Patent Ap plication 
This patent application is related, in part, to the subject matter contained in a U.S. 
patent application entitled "A Method And System for Telephony and High Speed Data 
Access on a Broadband Access Network" filed on January 14, 1999. 

Field of the Invention 
This invention relates to the field of broadband access networks, and more 
specifically to a method and system for telephony and high speed data access on a 
broadband access network. 

Background of the Invention 

Broadband access networks may provide a viable alternative to present local 
exchange carrier (LEC) loops in providing voice and data transmissions. Although a 
number of innovations have occurred concerning high speed cable modems and radio 
frequency (RF) telephony equipment, these innovations do not support both high speed • 
data and telephony well. Furthermore, present broadband access networks such as cable 
systems are susceptible to network failures and power outages. During, for example, a 
power outage, transmission over the cable system is not possible. LEC loops have very 
limited bandwidths; however, the LEC loops have separate power sources and operate !' 
even during power outages providing for emergency calls or other lifeline services. 

What is needed is an invention that supports high speed data and telephony access 

over broadband access networks while still providing, at least, basic telephony service 

. ... f *,-,*■. ■* * 

during power outages. 

' . ? * - Summary of the Invention 

The present invention provides for a broadband telephone interface (BTI) for use in 
a system for telephony and high speed data access on a cable/network. The BTI includes a 

; : . -1- 
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firstinterface coupled to a backup telephone service, a second interface coupled to at least 
one telephone, a third interface coupled to a cable modem, the cable modem being coupled 
to the cable network, and a relay. During availability of the cable network, the second 
interface is coupled to the third interface. During unavailability of the cable network, the 
5 relay couples the first interface to the second interface. 

The present invention also provides for a network interface unit (NIU) for a system 
for telephony and high speed data access on a broadband access network. The NIU 
includes a cable modem and a broadband telephone interface (BTI) coupled to the cable 
modem, the BTI providing access to lifeline services when the broadband access network 
10 is not accessible. 

' The present invention provides for a process for making a system for telephony and 
high speed data* access on a broadband access network. The process includes the steps of 
coupling at least one telephone with a broadband telephone interface (BTI), coupling a 
backup telephone 'connection with the BTI, coupling the BTI with a cable modem* 

15 coupling the cable modem with the broadband access network, coupling the cable modem 
with at least one computer. 

The present invention also provides for a method for making telephone calls in a 
system for telephony and high speed data access on a broadband access network when the 
broadband access network is inaccessible. The method includes the step of automatically 

20 coupling a telephone interlace of a broadband telephone interface (BTI) to a backup 

telephone connection. In some preferred embodiments, the step of automatically coupling 
includes the step of automatically coupling the telephone interface of the BTI to a local 
exchange carrier (LEC) line. In other preferred embodiments, the step of automatically 
coupling includes the step of automatically coupling the telephone interface of the BTI to a 

25 wireless communication system. In yet other preferred embodiments, the step of 

automatically coupling includes the step of automatically coupling the telephone interface 
of the BTI to a cellular phone system. 

The present invention provides for a method of making a telephone call by a 
broadband telephone interface (BTI) in a system for telephony and high speed data, access 

30 on a broadband access network. The method includes the steps of initiating a connection 
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over an asynchronous transfer mode (ATM) backbone to a destination address, negotiating 
with the destination address with regard to capabilities, and completing a talking path 
between the BTI and the destination address. 

The present invention provides for a method of sending a voice signal through a, 
broadband telephone interface (BTI) in a system for telephony and high speed data access 
on a broadband access network. The method includes the steps of sampling the voice 
signal at a telephone port of the BTI, performing speech compression on the sampled . 
signal, performing packetization on the speech compressed signal, and placing the signal, 
packets on the broadband access network. 

The present invention also provides for a method of receiving a voice signal by a 
broadband telephone interface (BTI) in a system for telephony and high speed data access 
on a broadband access network. The method includes the steps of receiving packets from, 
the broadband access network, performing jitter compensation on the received packets, . 

performing decompression on the jitter compensated packets, and playing the 

-ir. '/ .'i u ~c. c; , . T ".Y •': " • ' - 

15 decompressed packets. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

. ; ■ „-;k. .in 
Figure 1 illustrates a system which provides telephony and high speed data access 

on a broadband access network. 

,* , • . . - , - ; - \ t . ■■< *.••:.*: ^ -v ... • : - ;i; t : L •: . /Acre: ' v' ; * 
Figure 2 illustrates an office in a system which provides telephony and high speed- 

20 data access on a cable system. 

Figure 3 illustrates a preferred embodiment with an internal relay. 

Figure 4 illustrates another preferred embodiment with an external relay. 

Detailed Description 

Figure 1 illustrates a system which provides telephony and high speed data access 

25 on a broadband access network in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present 

invention. The system 100 comprises offices 104, network interface units (NIUs) 108, 

personal computers 1 12, telephones 1 16, a broadband access network 120, an intermediate 

point-of-presence (IPOP) 124, an access network termination system (ANTS) 128, a 

switch 132, at least one number translation database 136, at least one external access 

30 network 140 and a local exchange carrier (LEC) line 148. 
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Each office 104 comprises the NIU 108, the personal computer 1 12 and the 
telephone 116. The personal computer 1 12 is coupled to the NIU 108, the coupling being 
preferably through a local area network (LAN) such as, for example, an ethernet. As such, 
there may be a plurality of personal computers 1 12 coupled to the NIU 108. The 
5 telephone 1 16 is also coupled to the NIU 1 08. There may be more than one telephone 1 1 6 
within the office 1'04 coupled to the NIU 108 either directly or indirectly. Furthermore, 
the telephone 1 1 6 may include any variety of office equipment such as fax machines, 
voice-grade moderns^ hand sets and internal housing wiring. 

Each' office 104 is coupled to the broadband access network 120 through its NIU 
10 108. The broadband access network 1 20 is coupled to the IPOP 1 24. The broadband, 
access* network 120 in the system 100 iV intended to accommodate a range of transport 
technologies 'such as, but hot limited to, coaxial cable, hybrid-fiber coaxial cable, mini- 
fiber node and wireless technologies. 

The IPOP 124 comprises the ANTS 128, the switch 132 and the at least one 

15 number translation database 136. The ANTS 128 is coupled to the switch 132 which, in 
turn, is coupled to the at least one number translation database 136. The ANTS 128 is 
coupled to the broadband access network 120. In a preferred embodiment, the at least one 
external access network 140 is coupled either to the ANTS 128 and/or to the switch 132. 
In a preferred embodiment, the at least one external access network 140 comprises a 

20 packet backbone l4l coupled to the ANTS 128! In another preferred embodiment, the at 
least one external access network 140 comprises an asynchronous transfer mode (ATM) 
backbone (not shown) coupled to the ANTS 128. In another preferred embodiment, .the at 
least one external access network 140 comprises a long distance carrier network 142 
coupled to the switch 132. In another preferred embodiment, the at least one external 

25 access network 140 comprises an LEC network 145 coupled to the switch 132. In another 
preferred embodiment, the at least one external access network 140 comprises an 
incumbent local exchange carrier (ILEC) network 144 coupled to the switch 132. In 
another preferred embodiment, the at least one external access network 140 comprises an 
inter-exchange carrier (IXC) network 143 coupled to the switch 132. In another preferred 

30 embodiment, the at least one external access network 140 comprises the ATM backbone 
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(not shown) coupled to the switch 132. The present invention contemplates any 
permutations and combinations of the above possible external access networks 140 and 
possible couplings to the IPOP 124. 

In a preferred embodiment, the LEC line 148 couples the NIU ,1 08 with the LEC 
5 network 145. 

The general use and operation of the system 100 will now be described with 
reference to Figure 1 . A user accesses the broadband access network 120 by .using existing 
personal computers 1 12 or telephones 1 16 in the office 104. The yoice and/or high speed 
data traffic transferred or received by these devices 1 12 and 116 passes though the NIU 

10 1 08. The NIU 1 08 terminates the data-link layer protocol from the broadband access . ,. ^ 

network 120 and provides services for voice, high speed data and any combination thereof. 
High speed data and telephony services share allocated bandwidth in the downstream , 
direction as well as in the frequency agile upstream channel. . * 

A remote data-link layer termination is performed at the IPOP 1 24 by the ANTS - 

15 1 28. Voice and high speed data traffic flowing to and from the offices 1 04 pass through ^ 

the ANTS 128. Upstream voice and high speed data traffic are separated or groomed by 
the ANTS 128, if necessary, before being forwarded onwards. In a preferred embodiment, 
upstream voice traffic may be processed within the ANTS 128 which connects the voice to 
a circuit switched public switched telephone network (PSTN). Upstream data may be : 

20 processed within the ANTS 128 before being handed to a router. In another preferred , 
embodiment, upstream voice traffic is separated and routed to, for example, the packet 
backbone 141. Voice traffic is separated and routed to, for. example, the local exchange 
switch 132. In another preferred embodiment, the ANTS 128 interfaces to the local switch 
132 like, for example, a conventional subscriber loop carrier (SLC) system. . . 

25 The system 100 acts, in part, as an LEC, providing voice service over the 

broadband access network 120. Calls originating from office 1 04 may be routed to, for 
example, the long distance network 142, the IXC network 143, the ILEC network 144 or 
the LEC network 145. Incoming long distance calls are routed to, for example, the LEC 
that serves the local number using the local number portability database. Several number 

30 translation databases 136 are typically needed in order to manage call routing. 
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If communication to the IPOP 124 over the broadband access network 120 is not 
possible, lifeline services are provided, for example, through an LEC line 148 connected to 
the NIU 1 08. Thus, emergency phone calls can be made through the NIU 108 and the 
LEC line 148. If necessary, in one preferred embodiment, a call forwarding function in the 
5 local exchange switch 132 forwards telephone calls through the LEC line 148 to the 
telephone 116. 

Figure 2 illustrates an office in a system which provides telephony and high speed 
data access on a cable system in accordance with another preferred embodiment of the 
present invention. The office 104 houses the NIU 108, the personal computer 1 12, the 

1 0 telephone 1 1 6^ a local area network (LAN) 2 1 2 and a television 2 1 6. The NIU 1 08 further 
comprises a broadband telephone interface (BTI) 204 coupled to a cable modem 208. The 
BTI 204 may be integrated into the cable modem 208, a digital set-top box (not shown), or 
may be a standalone. For example, the BTI 204 may be a daughter card attached to a 
backplane bus within the cable modem 208 or set-top box. 

15 The office 104 is coupled to the LEC line 148 and the broadband access network 

120, which is illustrated in this preferred embodiment as a cable network. The LEC line 
148 is coupled to the BTI 204 which is coupled to the telephone 116. The telephone 116 
may comprise a plurality of telephones in an internal telephone network and may further 
include legacy equipment such as, but not limited to, fax machines, voice-grade modems, 

20 hand sets and internal housing wiring. The BTI 204 may have a plurality of telephony 
interfaces such as, for example, standard RJ-1 1 jacks to support a plurality of lines of 
telephony service. Accordingly, the BTI 204 may support a plurality of telephone 
numbers and addresses. The BTI 204 is expected to provide at least substantially the same 
interface as existing user interfaces to the PSTN. 

25 The cable network 120 is coupled to the cable modem 208 or alternatively, the 

digital set-top box. The cable modem 208 is coupied to the LAN 212 which is coupled to 
the personal computer 112. The LAN 212 may be an ethemet, for example, and the 
personal computer 112 may be a plurality of personal computers coupled to the ethernet. 
The cable modem 208 is coupled to the LAN 212 through a data interface such as, for 

30 example, a 1 0 Mbs ethernet interface. Such an interface may be viewed as a termination in 
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an office-area local network, with the cable modem 208 acting, in part, as a bridge. The 

cable 120 may also be coupled directly to the television 2 1 6 or may be coupled to the 

television 216 through a cable modem or digital set-top box. 

In operation and use, the personal computers 1 12 through the ethemet 212 access 

high speed data ports in the cable modem 208. Through the cable modem 208, the 

ethernet 212 accesses, for example, internet services on the cable network 120. The 

television 216 accesses voice, high speed data and combinations thereof directly from the 

cable network 120, or alternatively from the cable modem 208 or the digital set-top box. 

In a preferred embodiment, the BTI 204 supports a plurality of functions and 

services. The BTI 204 may provide, for example, at least one of the following: voice 

: ;,• i *' * ' *. * . : '.. — *. ( . . L /- /.i \ . .0 = <:•;:■•,. :-jJ 

packetization, voice compression, the signaling and controlling of telephone calls, custom 

and basic service features, switching to backup service when the cable network 120 is 

: >U v. v - t^v',- ii.;'., 1 -: - ..•!••' \ -v- .-^ - : : : . r .vj n * vh'. .V}V: 

down, and maintenance and provisioning. ... 

... v/ i.. f-" ■. .. ■"' ; 1 J I : . '". ::'*..,•■...-•:'."*■ 4 . wf.;-: V: ^ff?: 

For example, in a preferred embodiment, the BTI 204 provides custom telephony t 

15 services including, but not limited to, caller identification, call waiting, tone block, return 

;,.v :: . ;*'5 i ~£ • • '* i.: ..I" ; : ! " ■ • - ' ~ \r~ ■■-(." V 

call, repeat call, call block; call forwarding, call forwarding on busy, call forwarding when 

no answer, anonymous call rejection, identa-ring, priority call, three-way calling and area ( 

code blocking. Furthermore, through the BTI 204, a.wide ranging list of destinations may vi 

be dialed including, but not limited to, local calls, directory assistance, emergency calls, J\ 

20 recorded announcements, domestic long distance calls, carrier-selected long distance calls, 

toll-free calls, operator services', international calls, so-called 500/700/900 calls, and 

Centrex dialing. In addition, the BTI 204 supports incoming calls over the cable network 

•120. '' '' vr " • ' ; ■ ' : " : ; * 1 * " 

For the telephone ports, in the upstream direction, the BTI 204 samples the signal, 
25 performs speech compression, and performs packetization. The cable modem 208 places 
the packets on the cable network 120. In the downstream direction, the BTI 204 receives 
packets from the cable network 120 through the cable modem 208, performs jitter 
compensation in a playout buffer, performs decompression and plays out the samples. 
' In a preferred embodiment, the BTI 204 is used with existing cable modems 208, 
30 or alternatively, existing set-top boxes. The BTI 204 is also responsible for dual tone 
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multi-frequency (DTMF) generation and detection, ringing voltage generation and off- 
hook detection. The standard RJ-1 1 jacks of the BTI 204 provide interfaces to legacy 
equipment in the office, such as, but not limited to, telephones including analog devices, 
fax machines and voice-band modems with speeds up to at least 56 kbps. 
5 The aforementioned architecture and approach offer compelling economic 

advantages. By leveraging cable modem solutions for high-speed data access into the 
realm of telephony, equipment such as cable modems 208 or set-top boxes facilitate 
multiple services. Accordingly, channels dedicated previously only to data service may 
also derive revenue from telephony. Furthermore, in order for cable telephone to be used 

10 as a primary local telephone service, the present invention must support lifeline services 
even when the cable network 120 is down. 

The BTI 204 supports a dynamic fail-safe switch to, for example, the LEC backup 
line 148. Transmission on the cable network 120 requires power. Therefore, absent a 
backup power source for the cable network, e.g., an alternatively powered cable system, 

15 which is also contemplated by the present invention, an alternative to the cable network is 
required. In a preferred embodiment, during power outages, the LEC line 148 is used to 
complete inbound and outbound telephone calls. The transition from the cable network 
120 to the LEC line 148 is performed automatically and transparently with almost 
imperceptible performance differences. In some preferred embodiments, calls in progress 

20 at the time of a power loss are dropped, and the user must redial. In other preferred 

embodiments, custom calling features are not available during power outages. In another 
preferred embodiment, the BTI 204 provides, for example, all PSTN features and 
functions, except" during the fail-safe mode. In the fail-safe mode of another preferred 
embodiment, the LEC backup line 148, for example, provides basic plain old telephone 

25 service (POTS). 

Figures 3 and 4 illustrate two embodiments of the present invention that also 
support lifeline services. In Figures 3 and 4, much of the structure has been previously 
described above; in addition, a relay 304 or 308 is coupled to the BTI 204. Figure 3 
illustrates one embodiment including the internal relay 304 which may be integrated with 

30 the BTI 204. Figure 4 illustrates another embodiment including the external relay 308. In 
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either embodiment, the relay 304 or 308 is managed by the BTI 204. The relay 304 or. 308 

switches or bridges one or more of the telephones 1 16, interfaced with the BTI 204, to the 

■ * „ ■ . * , .' * * » ■ *i 

LEC backup line 148 when, for example, a power outage has occurred or the cable 

network 120 is unavailable. In another preferred embodiment, the BTI 204 supports 

5 lifeline services by switching to a backup cellular phone service (not shown) instead of the 

LEC line 148. 

In one preferred embodiment, the relay 304 or 308 is, for example, a double-pole, 
double-throw spring-loaded relay. Normally-closed contacts are coupled to the LEC 
backup line 148; normally-opened contacts are coupled to the BTI 204; center contacts are 
10 coupled to tip and ring signals of the telephone 116. In another preferred embqdiment, the 
backup cellular phone service is adapted to couple with the double-pole, double T throw 
spring-loaded relay. 

In a preferred embodiment, the BTI 204 provides non-volatile storage, for 

■; r .■ '.' .'.-./•>"? ;.'.VK.:' - - >J ; . ;r . " . • • ' tF" 

example, EEPROM, so as to allow the maintenance of some amount of state at the BTI .-V 

1 5 204. Such an architecture and approach facilitate the migration of many telephony 

features into the BTI 204. With the further installation of intelligence such as, for 

example, processing and memory into the BTI 204, unique opportunities arise pertaining 

to reinventing network operations with a very high level of automation, a corresponding y„ 

reduction in operating costs and a significant increase in overall service quality. Such 

architectures and approaches accommodate future networks by, for example, providing 

compatibility with the ATM backbone as well as adaptability to any new features and 

functions that may arise. In a preferred embodiment, for example, with the migration of 

feature support into the BTI 204, ATM telephony is routed directly to an edge vehicle on a 

backbone network; internet protocol (IP) telephony along with other data traffic is sent to a 

25 router/switch edge vehicle on the backbone network or is directly routed onto the internet. 

In a preferred embodiment, the BTI 204, with special feature support, accesses the 

ATM backbone network directly. The BTI 204 performs digit collection, as well, as many 

call handling features as described above including, but not limited to, call waiting, call 

forwarding and last number redial. The BTI 204 initiates a connection over the ATM 

30 backbone to the destination address, negotiates with that endpoint regarding capabilities 
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such as, but not limited to, coding, encapsulation, silence suppression, and finally 
completes the talking path. The BTI 204 uses the quality of service features of the ATM 
network to provide toll-quality telephony. 

In a preferred embodiment, the BTI 204 may have certain requirements in order to 
provide voice quality that is as close to wireline voice quality as possible. For example, in 
order to minimize echo, the BTI 204 should provide echo cancellation of a minimum of 70 
dB. In another preferred embodiment, the access delay, the round-trip time measured from 
a mouthpiece of a hand set of the telephone 1 16 to the access point of a long distance 
network and back, should be less than 20 ms. In another preferred embodiment, the BTI 
204 may support silence suppression and speech enhancement. In another preferred 
embodiment, an 8kHz national clock which controls the sampling frequency and 
regeneration frequency should be used by the BTI 204 to encode speech signals. 

In a preferred embodiment, in order to support legacy voiceband data equipment, 
such as, but not limited to, fax machines and telephone bandwidth modems, the BTI 204 
should support 64 kb/s G.71 1 mu-law PCM as one choice of coders. In another preferred 
embodiment, the BTI 204 may also support G.728 or G.723.1 as choices of coders. In 
another preferred embodiment, since echo cancellation tends to cause troubles for the 
above mentioned legacy equipment, the BTI 204 should be able to recognize a fax or 
modem control tone and disable echo cancellation during these calls. 

In a preferred embodiment in which voice connections are transported over an 
ATM fabric, the BTI 204 should be capable of sending packets that will be transferred to 
the ATM fabric as signaling packets. In another preferred embodiment, the BTI 204 
should be able to transport packets destined to ATM interface as either available-bit-rate 
(ABR) or constant-bit-rate (CBR) connections. In another preferred embodiment, the BTI 
204 should be able to identify packets destined for the IP router or the SLC and connect as 
either ABR or CBR connections. 

Although the foregoing invention has been described in terms of certain 
embodiments, other embodiments will become apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art 
in view of the disclosure herein. Accordingly, the present invention is not intended to be 
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS : 

1 . A broadband telephone interface (BTI) for use in a system for telephony 
and high speed data access on a cable network, comprising: 

a first interface coupled to a backup telephone service; 
a second interface coupled to at least one telephone; 

a third interface coupled to a cable modem, the cable modem being coupled 
to the cable network; and 

a relay, wherein during availability of the cable network the second 
interface is coupled to the third interface and wherein during unavailability of the 
cable network, the relay couples the first interface to the second interface. 

2. The broadband telephone interface (BTI) of Claim 1 , wherein the backup 
telephone service is a backup local exchange carrier (LEC) line. 

3. The broadband telephone interface (BTI) of Claim 1 , wherein the backup 
telephone service is a cellular phone service. 

4. the broadband telephone interface (BTI) of Claim 1 , wherein the second 
interface is at least one standard RJ-1 1 jack. 

5. the broadband telephone interface (BTI) of Claim 1 , wherein the at least 
one telephone comprises any of fax machines, modems, internal housing wiring, hand sets, 
analog telephones and digital telephones. 

6. The broadband telephone interface (BTI) of Claim 1 , wherein the BTI and 
the cable modem are integrated. 

7. The broadband telephone interface (BTI) of Claim 1 , wherein the cable 
modem includes a set- top box. 

8. The broadband telephone interface (BTI) of Claim 1,. further comprising: 
non-volatile storage; 

a processor coupled to the non-volatile storage; and 

a memory coupled to the processor, wherein the interfaces and the rel^y are 
controlled by the processor. 

9. A network interface unit (NIU) for a system for telephony and high speed 
data access on a broadband access network, comprising: 

-12- 



1NSDOCID: <WO 9939541 A2JA> 



WO 99/3954 1 PCT/US99/0 1 840 

a cable modem; and 

a broadband telephone interface (BTI) coupled to the cable modem, the BTI 
providing access to a telephone line when the broadband access network is not 
accessible. 

10. The network interface unit (NIU) of Claim 9, wherein the broadband 
telephone interface (BTI) provides any of the services from the group consisting of voice 
packetization, signaling and controlling of telephone calls, custom and basic service 
features, and maintenance and provisioning. 

1 1 . The network interface unit (NIU) of Claim 9, whepin the broadband 

telephone interface (BTI) provides any custom service selected from the group consisting 

of caller identification, call waiting, tone block, return call, repeat call, call block, call 

forwarding, call forwarding on busy, call forwarding when no answer, anonymous call 

rejection, identa-ring, priority call, three-way calling, and area code blocking. 

-■ . w ■: ! ■* II* • <j . ; . v 

12. The network interface unit (NIU) of Claim 9, wherein the broadband 

telephone interface (BTI) provides through the cable modem a calling destination selected 
from the group consisting of local calls, directory assistance, emergency calls, recorded 
announcements, domestic long distance calls, carrier-selected long distance calls, toll-free 
calls, operator services, international calls, 500/700/900 calls, and Centrex dialing. 

!?■ the network interface unit (NIU) of Claim 9, wherein the broadband r 
telephone interface (BTI) supports incoming calls over the cable modem. 

14. The network interface unit (NIU) of Claim 9, wherein the broadband 
telephone interface (BTI) provides any of dual tone multi-frequency (DTMF) generation 
and detection, ringing voltage generation and off-hook detection. 

15. The network interface unit (NIU) of Claim 9, wherein the broadband 
telephone interface (BTI) accesses an asynchronous transfer mode (ATM) backbone 
network directly. 

16. A process for making a system for telephony and high speed data access on 
a broadband access network, comprising the steps of: 

coupling at least one telephone with a broadband telephone interface (BTI); 
coupling a backup telephone connection with the BTI; 
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coupling the BTI with a cable modem; 

coupling the cable modem with the broadband access network; and 
coupling the cable modem with at least one computer. 



1 7. A method for making telephone calls in a system for telephony and high 



speed data access on a broadband access network when the broadband access network is 
inaccessible, comprising the step of automatically coupling a telephone interface of a 



broadband telephone interface (BTI) to a backup telephone connection. 



1 8. The method of Claim 1 7, wherein the step of automatically coupling 
comprises the step of automatically coupling the telephone interface of the BTI to a local 
exchange carrier (LLC) line. 

19. The meihinJ of Claim 1 7, wherein the step of automatically coupling 
comprises the step of automatically coupling the telephone interface of the BTI to a 
wireless communication system. 

20. The mcthtnJ of Claim 1 7, wherein the step of automatically coupling 
comprises the step of automatically coupling the telephone interface of the BTI to a 
cellular phone system. 

21 . A method of making a telephone call by a broadband telephone interface 
(BTI) in a system for tclephom and high speed data access on a broadband access 
network, comprising the steps of: 

initiating a connection over an asynchronous transfer mode (ATM) 
backbone to a destination address; 

negotiating with the destination address with regard to capabilities; and 
completing a talking path between the BTI and the destination address. 

22. A method of sending a voice signal through a broadband telephone 
interface (BTI) in a system for telephony and high speed data access on a broadband 
access network, comprising the steps of: 



sampling the voice signal at a telephone port of the BTI; 
performing speech compression on the sampled signal; 
performing packetization on the speech compressed signal; and 
placing the signal packets on the broadband access network. 
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23. A method of receiving a voice signal by a broadband telephone interface 
(BTI) in a system for telephony and high speed data access on a broadband access 
network, comprising the steps of: 

receiving packets from the broadband access network; 
performing jitter compensation on the received packets; 
performing decompression on the jitter compensated packets; and. . 
. playing the decompressed packets. 



-15- 



BNSDOCID: <WO 9939541 A2_ I A> 



WO 99/39541 



PCT/US99/01840 



1/3 




SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



BNSDOC1D: <WO 9939541A2 IA> 



BNSDOCID; <WO 933954 1A2 J A> 



WO 99/39541 



PCI7US99/01840 



., -3/3 



FIG, 3 




i'jf ... \ 




SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



1NSDOCID: <WO 9939541 A2_IA> 



CORRECTED 
VERSION* 



WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION 
Internationa) Bureau 




PCT 

INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT) 



(51) International Patent Classification 6 : 
H04L 12/28, 29/06, H04Q 11/04 



A3 



(11) International Publication Number: WO 99/39541 

(43) International Publication Date; . 5 August 1999 (05.08.99) 



(21) International Application Number: PCT/US99/01840 

(22) International Filing Date: 29 January. 1999 (29.01.99). 



(30) Priority Data: 

60/073,251 



30 January 199$ (30.01 ;98) 



US 



(71) Applicant: AT & T CORP. [US/US]; 32 Avenue of the 

Americas, New York, NY 10013-24jl2 (US). 

(72) Inventors: BELLOVIN, Steven, Michael; 710 Castleman 

Drive, Westfield, NJ- 07090- (USf.r CONDON, Joseph;" 
Henry; 190 Kent Place Boulevard', Summit, NJ~0790j 
(US). COX. Richard, Vandervoort; 155 Sagamore EffiveV 
New Providence, NJ 07974 (US). FRASER, Alexander. 
Gibson; 62 Carriage House Road, Bemardsville, NJ 07924 
(US). KALMANEK, Charles. Robert 86 Great Hills 
Road. Short Hills, NJ 07078 (US); - '-KAPLAN, Alan.r 
Edward; 9 Cromwell Drive. Morris Township, NJ 07960- 
(US). KILL1AN, Thomas, Joseph; 321 Saint Georges 



Place, Westfleld, NJ 07090 (US). MARSHALL, William, 
Todd; 113 North Summit Avenue. Chatham, NJ 07928 
(US). ONUFRYK, Peter, 2.; 232 Pleasant Hill Road, 

Flanders, NJ 07836 (US). RAMAKRISHNAN, Kadangode, 

K.; 9 Highland Circle, Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922 (US). 
SCHRYER, Norman, Loren; 122 Sulfrian Road. New 
. . Providence, NJ 07974 (US). 

(74) Agents: DWORETSKY, Samuel, H.; AT & T Corp.. P.O. Box 
41 10, Middletown, NJ 07748 (US) et al. 



(81) Designated States: CA, JP, European patent (AT, BE, CH, CY t 
DE, DK, ES, FI, FR, GB, GR, IE. IT. LU, MC, NL. PT, 
' * SE). 



r 



Published , \ 

■~-*r~With' international 'Search report. . 

\ Before the expiration, of the time Umit for amending the claims 
and to be republished in the event of the receipt of amendments. 

(88) Date of publication of the international search report: 

2 December 1 999 (02. 1 2.99) 



(54) Title: A METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR TELEPHONY AND HIGH SPEED DATA ACCESS ON A BROADBAND: ACCESS 
NETWORK 



104 



120 
_1_ 



^^-104 



120 



-^104 



rlM 



112- M 

•"HZ 



120 



146 



,124 r 140 

-- ' , r -J 



'128 



U2~ 



.-J \ 

-141 



144 



(57) Abstract 

A system and method for providing telephony and high speed data access on a broadband access network, comprising a network 
interface unit (NIU) coupled to a backup local exchange carrier (LEC) line, the broadband access network coupled to the NIU, an intermediate 
point-of-presence (IPOP) coupled to the broadband access network, and at least one external access network coupled to the IPOP. The 
NIU comprises a broadband telephone interface (BTI) which is coupled to at least one telephone. When the broadband access network is 
unavailable, the BTI switches the at least one telephone to the backup LEC line. 



•(Referred to in PCT Gazette No. 42/1999, Section D) 

BNSDOCID: <WO 993954 1 A3 J_> 



FOR THE PURPOSES OF INFORMATION ONLY 
Codes used to identify States party to the PCT on the front pages of pamphlets publishing international applications under the PCT. 



AL 


t Albania 


ES 


Spain 


" L\S 


Lesotho 


SI 


Slovenia 


AM 


'Armenia ' ~ ' — 


Fl 


* Finland 


- LT- * 


Lithuania * ' * 


" SK ' 


Slovakia 


AT 


> Austria 


FR . 


France . 


LU 


Luxembourg . • 


•SN 


• Senegal . - 


AU 


Australia 


GA 


Gabon 


- LV 


Latvia 


sz 


Swaziland 


AZ 


Azerbaijan *" 


GB 


United Kingdom 


MC 


Monaco 


TD 


• Chad * . . 


BA 


Bosnia and Herzegovina" 


GE 


Georgia 


MD 


Republic of Moldova 


TG 


Togo 


BB 


Barbados 


GH 


Ghana 


MG 


Madagascar 


TJ 


Tajikistan • . 


BE 


Belgium 


GN 


Guinea 


MK 


The former Yugoslav 


TM 


Turkmenistan f 


BF 


Burkina Faso 


GR 


Greece 




Republic of Macedonia 


TR 


Turkey 


BG 


Bulgaria 


HU 


Hungary *" 


ML 


Mali 


TT 


Trinidad and Tobago 


BJ 


Benin 


IE 


Ireland 


MN 


Mongolia 


UA r 


* " Ukrau^ ^ ^ 


BR 
BY 


Brazil 
Belarus 


IL 
IS 


Israel 
Iceland 


MR 
MW 


Mauritania 
Malawi 


: UG - 
. US. 


, Uganda* . - ■ j ■ . . 
United -States -of- America; 


CA 


Canada * 


IT 


Italy 


MX 


Mexico 


uz 


Uzbekistan *- ■ 


CF 


Central African Republic 


JP 


Japan 


NE 


Niger - . • 


. VN 


Viet-Nam 


CG 


Congo 


KE 


Kenya 


NL 


Netherlands 


YU 


Yugoslavia 


CH 


Switzerland 


KG 


Kyrgyzsiair * 


NO 


Norway 


ZW 


Zimbabwe . * * 


CI 


Cdte d' I voire 


KP 


Democratic People's 


NZ 


New Zealand 






CM 


Cameroon 




Republic of Korea 


PL 


Poland 






CN 


China 


KR 


Republic of Korea 


PT 


Portugal 






cu 


Cuba 




Kazakstan 


. RO 


Romania 






cz 


Czech Republic 


LC 


Saint Lucia 


Rii 


Russian Federation 






DE 


Germany 


LI 


Liechtenstein 


SD 


Sudan 






DK 


Denmark 


LK 


Sri Lanka 


SE 


Sweden 






EE 


Estonia 


LR 


Liberia 


SG 


Singapore 







1NSDOCID: <WO. 9939541 A3 I > 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International Application No 

PCT/US 99/01840 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC 6 H04L12/28 H04L29/O6 HO4Q11/04 



According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classif ioatibn system followed by classification symbols) 

IPC 6 H04L H04Q H04M 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practical, search terms used) 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category • 


Citation of dooumertt, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to claim No. 


X 


HERNANDEZ-VALENCIA E J: "ARCHITECTURES 


9,16 




FOR BROADBAND RESIDENTIAL IP SERVICES OVER 






CATV NETWORKS" 






IEEE NETWORK: THE MAGAZINE OF COMPUTER 






COMMUNICATIONS, 






vol. 11, no. 1, 1 January 1997, 






pages 36-43, XP0O0679054 




A 


see page 36, left-hand column, line 1 - 


1,2,4,6, 




page 41, right-hand column, line 19 


17,18 


A 


IRIE K ET AL: "LOW-END CARD FOR REGIONAL 


1,5,8,9, 




PC COMMUNICATION NETWORK" 


16,17 




ELECTRONICS & COMMUNICATIONS IN JAPAN, 






PART I - COMMUNICATIONS, 






- vol. 80 i no. 10, 1 October 1997, 






pages 20-27, XPO00724512. r ,-., , - 






especially fig. 1 . «■■•-.' *>*\-\ ■■ \* • 






see the whole document . / .. , . . , 






-/- 





m 



Further documents are listed in the continuation of box C. 



Patent family members are listed in annex. 



° Special categories of cited documents : 

"A* document defining the general state of the art which is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

'E* earlier document but published on or after the international 
filing date 

a L" document which may throw doubts on priority cJaim(s) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason' (as specified) 
*0" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 

other means \. .• 

*P* document published prior to the international filing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



T" later document published after the international filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
invention 

"X" document of particular relevanoe; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 
*Y* document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 

cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person 8 killed 
• in the art. 

*&* document member of the same patent family 



Date ot the actual completion of the international search 

17 June 1999 


Date of mailing of the international search report 

25.10.99 


Name and mailing address of the ISA 

European Patent Office. P. B. 581 8 Patentlaan 2 * * 
NL - 2280 HV Rijswijk 

Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nl. 
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 


Authorized officer 

Karavassi 1 i s, N 



Form PCT/1SA/210 (cecond »heoi) (July 19921 



page 1 of 2 



BNSDOCI O: <WO 993954 1 A3J_> 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



tnla ma rton— Application Mo 

PC7 /OS 99/.01840 



C^Contmuaoon) DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category CiUSon of ooournafrt. w«H wydicmhonSvihmrm appropriate, of tha mlavam pns«9«« 



Ralavant to claim No. 



EP 0 719.062 A (AT & T CORP) 26 June 1996 
see page 2, column 1, line 39 - column 2, 
line 3; figure 1 



3,19,20 



i 



Fotm PCT/1SJJ210 foonmuaiton of secono sneet) (July 199Z1 

BNSDOC1D: <WO 9S39541A3J_> 



page 2 of 2 



J. 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Inti Monml application No. 

PCT/US 99/01840 



Box t Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation' of Item 1 of first sheet) 



This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 1 7 (2) (a) for the following reasons: 

'»*' ' . " ■ \. J , if , i .- „ 

1. | . | Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



□ 



Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful international Search can be carried out, specifically: 



3. 1 | Claims Nos.: 

beoause they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 
BoxJI Observations where unity of Invention is lacking (Continuation of Item 2 of first sheet) 

i 

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 

see additional sheet 



1 • P As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all 
' ' searchable claims. 



2. | | As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 
of any additional fee. 



3. As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report 

' ' covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



I V I No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this International Search Report is 
, restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 

1-9,16-20 



Remark on Protest [ | The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

| | No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 



Form PCT/l S A/21 0 (continuation of first sheet (1)) (July 1998) 

BNSDOCIO <WO 9939541 A3 I > 




• . ■ . - International Application No. PCT/US 99/01840 

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210 

1. Claims: 1-9, 16-20 

BROADBAND TELEPHONE INTERFACE AND METHOD FOR AUTOMATICALLY 
COUPLING A BACKUP TELEPHONE LINE 

2. Claims: 10-15 (as dependent on claim 9) 

NETWORK INTERFACE FOR PROVIDING CUSTOM SERVICES OVER A CABLE 
NETWORK 

3. Claim : 21 

'. METHOD FOR CONNECTION SET-UP OVER ATM 

4. Claims: 22,23 

METHOD FOR TRANSMITTING AND RECEIVING PACKETISED VOICE SIGNAL 



3NSDOCJD: <WO 9339541 A3 J_> 




INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

' 'ormHon on pfwt tamtty mtmfttft 


tntematlonl Appocatton Ho 

PC/ CIS 99/G184G 




Patent documont 
cited in search report 


Publication 
date 


Patent family 
mamb*n» 


Publication 
date 





EP 0719062 A 26-06-1996 US 5592470 A 07-01-1997 

JP_ 8280058 A 22-10-1996 



: 1 - 



P«m PCT/1SA/210 (oai»n l*mty annex) (July 1992) 
BNSDOCID: <WO 9939541 A3_l_> 



, nlS PAGE BLANK (UEPTO) 



